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About us and the Newsletter 
 
The Study Circle is a loose group of persons who are interested in the postal (and general) history 
of the area known as Kárpátalja in Hungarian, as Podkarpatská Rus during the First Czechoslovak 
Republic, which had a short day of independence as Carpatho Ukraine, and later was integrated 
into the Ukrainian SSR in the Soviet Union as the ‘Zakarpatskaja Oblast’. Since 1991 it is ЗАКАР-
ПАТТЯ, the westernmost administrative district in the now independent Ukraine. 
 
The Newsletter came out of a meeting of a few collectors during the PRAHA 2008, its first number 
appeared in November 2008. We aim at producing at least four issues per year but cannot promise 
regular publication intervals. As we can see from the numbers at the DocStoc web site, this News-
letter is read by more than one hundred people. 
 
 
Distribution method 
 
Since SCM #006 you can view each issue (including the “old” ones) from the Web address: 

http://www.docstoc.com/profile/subcarpathian 

For those who have no Internet access and/or no e-mail, the distribution method is still the same: 
you will receive a colour print-out by air/surface mail as you did in the past. 
 
Everybody can freely access the uploaded numbers of the Newsletter but the notification service 
for new numbers (including an easy download web datalink) will be limited to the members of the 
Study Circle. So joining us still has some advantage. 
 
We send our best wishes and kind regards to the members of the Study Circle, especially to 
Jeanne ALLEN – she is researching her ancestors from East Slovakia and the region near Uzhhorod. 
 
We have lost e-mail contact with Michael SHULEWSKY – who might be able to help and supply us 
with his most recent e-mail address? Thank you. 
 
225 years ago two further post offices were opened in the area of our common interest: Nyires-
falva and Nagy Szöllös. (Halmi was also opened in 1787 but lies in Romania today and therefore is 
considered to not belong to the later Carpatho Ukraine.) 
 
 
Rules and Regulations 
 
All articles in the Newsletter carrying the name of an author are the sole responsibility of this 
author and should not be taken to represent the common opinion of the Study Circle. Such 
articles are, if not marked otherwise, copyrighted by the respective author. Free use within the 
Study Circle is granted. We thank our authors for their much appreciated work and contribution. 
 
Participation in the Study Circle is not bound to a formal membership and does not include the 
duty to pay a membership fee. There is a moral obligation to support the Newsletter from time to 
time by sending some article, some interesting piece of information, some question, some answer 
or whatever. We kindly invite our dear members to do so because otherwise this Newsletter will 
eventually shrink and dwindle away. 
 
We will “print” everything even only loosely connected with our subject of interest so any contri-
bution is certainly welcome. Please send it (as Word 2003 document, graphical elements in JPEG, 
300 dpi) to our editor’s e-mail address (kb@aatc.at). His postal address, if you would need it, is: 
 

Dr. Helmut Kobelbauer, Untergrossau 81, A-8261 Sinabelkirchen, Austria / Europe 
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Helmut Kobelbauer 
New Literature 
 
Our friend and member Alex Popovych from Huklyvyi in the Transcarpathian region of the Ukraine 
has written another two books on aspects of the local postal history. If you are interested to buy 
them, please get in contact with Alex at his e-mail address alex200546@rambler.ru. 
 

      
 
Whereas Alex shows the various postmarks from Uzh-
gorod (after his work on Khust) and treats the marks 
from the pre-stamp period in his newest publication, 
the Hungarian historian Horváth Lajos continues his 
booklet series “Kárpátaljai postatörténeti füzetek” 
with vol. 10 under the title »Csehszlovák postaigazga-
tás átvételének kísérlete Kárpátalján 1944 – 1945« 
[The Czechoslovak Postal Administration in the Kárpát-
alja 1944 – 1945: An Attempt for Taking Over]. 
 
After the 4th Ukrainian Front had liberated/occupied 
the Transcarpathian region in the second half of Octo-
ber 1944, the Czechoslovak Exile Government sent a 
few officials to Khust to re-establish their rule over 
this previous part of the First Republic. The Soviet 
Union had different plans, plans that had been accept-
ed silently by the Czech ex-president Beneš. 
 
On 29 pages Mr. Horváth describes the political evolu-
tion of this transition period and the few traces of the 
(mostly inofficial) mail in late 1944 and January 1945, 
when the Czech officials finally withdrew to Košice 
(Kaschau/Kassa). 
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Helmut Kobelbauer 
The Neglected Pre-Stamp Post Office: Nyíresfalva 
 
In 1786 the first three post offices were established on the territory of the Kárpátalja: Munkács, 
Szerednye and Ungvár. In the following year the connection between Kaschau/Kassa and the 
existing southern postal route from Debrecen to Sziget was formed by creating another group of 
three post offices in Nyíresfalva, Nagyszőllős, and Halmi. 
 
Halmi is today lying in Romania (Halmeu) and is therefore not part of the Carpatho Ukraine. On 
the other hand, Nagyszőllős is a well-known post office and its three pre-stamp postmarks can be 
found in each serious collection of our area of interest. But what about Nyíresfalva – would you 
have known this post office? 
 

 
 

From the »Handbook of the Hungarian Pre Stamp Mail«, p. 297. 

 
So we learn that this post office worked from 1787 until 1838 (and then was closed) and appa-
rently never had a postmark of its own. (At least none is documented.) 
 

 
 

Korabinsky (1786), p. 463. 

 
The earliest description of Hungarian places is, I have already mentioned it in an article, the book 
by Johann Matthias Korabinsky, published 1786 in Pressburg (Bratislava). Its entry for Nyíresfalva 
is shown above; the translation to English would be: “Nyireschfalva, Dunkovicza, a Ruthenian 
village in the Bereg county in the domain of Munkatsch […] with a Greek Orthodox church.” 
 

 
 

Detail from map by J. M. Korabinsky (1786). 
 

This book came with a map, showing the postal routes of this time and therefore being the earli-
est graphical proof of the newly established post offices in the later Carpatho Ukraine. It shows a 
connection from Caschau through Unghvár, Munkáts, and Huszt to Sziget. In reality, the eastern 
part of this route was only established much later, and in 1786 the route ended at Munkács. The 
map doesn’t show the village and post office of Szerednye (between Ungvár and Munkács). 
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Detail from map by Franz Johann Josef von Reilly (1789). 

 
This map shows the postal route from Munkacz through Nieres Falva, Nagy Szölos, and Halmi to 
(Aranyos) Medies. 
 

 
 

Detail from map by Ignaz Heymann (1804). 
 

The above map confirms that the postal route from Munkács to (Aranyos) Medgyes led through 
Nyíresfalva, Nagy Szőllős, and Halmi, with post offices in the mentioned places. 
 
From 1808 we have the »Topographisches Post=Lexikon aller Ortschaften der k. k. Erbländer. Des 
vierten Theils, welcher Ungern, samt den einverleibten Provinzen und Siebenbürgen in sich 
enthält, vierter Band, von N. bis S. Mit höchster Bewilligung der k. k. Finanz=Hofstelle heraus-
gegeben von Christian Crusius, kontrollirenden Officier der k. k. Postwägen Haupt=Expedizion.« 
On page 62 it holds the following entry for Nyiresfalva: 
 

„Nyiresfalva, Dunkovieza, Ung[arn] diesseits der Theiss, Beregh[er] Gespannsch[aft], Felvidek[er] Bezirk, eine zur 
Herrschaft Munkács gehörige Ortschaft, zwisch[en] Kis-Almas und Medencze, mit einer eig[enen] Pfarr und einem 
Postwechsel zwischen Munkács und Nagy-Szöllös, 44½ Posten von Wien, Post-Station.“ 

 
This again confirms the existence of a post office in Nyíresfalva. 
 
Halmi got its first postmark in 1819, Nagyszőllős in 1826. It is not clear why Nyíresfalva should 
have got none. 



The Sub-Carpathian Messenger – Number 19 (February 2012)      Page: 6 
 

 
 

Detail from map by Franz Fried (1829). 
 

The shown map from 1829 tells us that the postal route from Munkács to Aranyos Medgyes now 
bypassed Nagy Szőllős and went through Szőllős (equal to Szőlősvegardό). There is a road from 
Nyíresfalva to Huszth and on through Tecső to Szigeth, but it was not (yet) used a postal route. 
 
For Szőlősvegardό we have the following entry in the »Lexicon of Hungarian Place Names«: 
 

 
 

Entry in the »Lexicon«, page 576. 
 

 
 

Detail from map by Franz Fried (1834). 

 
But a few years later this mentioned road was finally used as a postal route, and post offices had 
been opened in Huszth and in Tecső. 
 
One questionable point is that the »Handbook of the Hungarian Pre Stamp Mail« gives 1836 as the 
opening year for both post offices so it seems that the above map was possibly a bit premature. 
The route from Nyíresfalva through Szőllős and Halmi to Aranyos Medgyes is still functional. 
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Detail from map by V. Grimm (1836). 
 

 
 

Detail from map by Ludwig von Schedius (1838). 
 

The above map has still the road from Munkács through Nyiresfalva to some point east of Nagy 
Szőllős but it has stopped to be a postal route (which leads now through Bereghszász und Ujlak). 

 

 
 

Detail from map by Franz Fried (1839) – still has Nyiresfalva as post office. 
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Detail from map by Franz Fried (1849). 
 

This late map confirms that the connection through Nyíresfalva was no longer in use as a postal 
route and also shows that the old southern postal route from Debreczen to Sziget now finished at 
Nagy Bánya so that the route through (Tisza-)Ujlak, N. Szőllős, Huszth, and Tecső was now the 
main (and only) postal route to Sziget. 
 

 
 

Detail of map from »Handbook of the Hungarian Pre Stamp Mail«. 
 

We learn that the (otherwise very helpful) map from the »Handbook of the Hungarian Pre Stamp 
Mail« is to be carefully interpreted as far as the time of use of the routes is concerned: it is 
rather an overlay of all postal routes existing at some time (the line types give some indication). 
 
Nyíresfalva was later renamed to Nyíresújfalu: 
 

 
 

Entry in the »Lexicon«, page 443. 
 

First mentioned in the year 1448, the Ukrainian village Dunkovytsya had 815 inhabitants in 2001. 
It lies on the road H09 from Mukachevo to Khust (see recent Google maps on the next page). 
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Google map detail: road H09 from Mukachevo through Dunkovytsya to Khust. 
 

 
 

Google map fine detail: artifical lake at Horbok plus Dunkovytsya. 
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Jan Rompes 
Registered Pre-Stamp Letters 
 
Some time ago Helmut Kobelbauer asked me for a contribution for the Sub-Carpathian Messenger, 
which is not so easy for me as I am only involved in Hungarian pre-stamp mail. 
 
During the last years quite a number of articles have appeared already in the different issues of 
the Messenger dealing with the pre-stamp period and most of the postmarks used have been 
discussed. 
 
Thinking about a new subject I went through my files with copies of pre-stamp letters covering 
the Carpathian-Ukrainian territory and it struck me that I could only find a few registered letters 
from that period. 
 
It is well known that registered letters from the stamp period, particularly from the first issue are 
rare, but I could also establish now based on my own material and other collections that I have 
researched that registered letters from the prestamp period are even rarer. Exploring the exhibits 
on Exponet I found in each of the collections of Martin Jurkovič, Walter Rauch and Jan Verleg just 
one registered letter and none in the collections of Miroslav Blaha and Otto Hornung.  
 
There are quite a number of letters sent to Basilio Popovich and his predecessors which were regi-
stered, but all were sent from other parts of Hungary and not from inside our area. 
 
All in all I could find 6 registered letters of which 1 from Alsó-Vereczke, 1 from Munkács, 3 from 
Szerednye  and one from Tetsö (Técső), which I will discuss and show below: 
 
The first one from Alsó-Vereczke is an official letter sent from the postoffice in that place to the 
main post office in Kassa-Caschau on August 1, 1842. The NB mark is the only indication that it 
concerns a registered letter as there were no postal fees involved. 
 

 
 

Registered official letter, Alsó-Vereczke to Kassa, 1842. 
EXPONET – Exhibit of Jan Verleg (sheet 13). 

 

The letter was in the collection of Jan Verleg which was sold to an unknown new owner at Jiří 
Majer’s auction. 
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The registered letter from Munkács is in the collection of Martin Jurkovič and was sent to Basilio 
Popovics in Unghvár in the year 1846. It is a prepaid registered letter against a return receipt 
(E.rga R.ecepisse) all paid by the sender as indicated on the reverse 6 kr. Zone 1. Weight ½ Loth. 
2 zones system. 6 kr. registration fee and 6 kr. for the return receipt. 
 
On the front in black ink registration number N 146 and E.R. and the black “v:Munkáts” postmark 
in use from 1827 to 1846. 
 

 
 

Registered letter (against return receipt), Munkács to Unghvár, 1846. 
EXPONET – Exhibit of Martin Jurkovič (sheet 15). 

 
 

The 3 letters from Szerednye are very nice indeed and are all private letters of which there are 
not many sent from the Carpathian-Ukrainian territory and moreover in this case registered!! 
 
The first one from Szerednye was sent to Buda on June 6, 1833. Both the normal postage and the 
registration fee were prepaid as indicated on the reverse in red crayon. Marks 14 kr. Zone 7. 
Weight ½ Loth and 4 kr. registration fee. On the front NB. mark and diagonal crossing in red 
crayon and 64 registration number in black ink. The letter is in my collection. 
 

 
 

Registered letter, Szerednye to Buda, 1833 (collection Jan Rompes). 
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The second letter from Szerednye originates from the Cronin collection which was partly bought 
by Jan Verleg and subsequently sold as mentioned earlier. The letter was sent to a well known 
business company Rumy and Schwarz in Eperies on June 27, 1831. On the reverse of the letter in 
red crayon 6 kr. Zone 3. Weight ½ Loth and 4 kr. registration fee both paid by the sender. On the 
front registration number 5 and route indication via Caschau. 
 
 

 
 

Registered letter, Szerednye to Eperies (Prešov), 1831. 
 

The third letter from Szerednye is in the collection of Walter Rauch. The letter was sent unpaid 
to Pechyujfalu (Pécsújfalu) in 1845. On the front a NB mark in black pencil and 6 kr. to be paid by 
the receiver. Zone 1. 2 zones system. On the reverse 6 kr. registration fee paid by the sender. 
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Registered letter, Szerednye to Pécsújfalu, 1845. 
EXPONET – Exhibit of Walter Rauch (sheet 14). 

 

 
The last letter is sent from Tetso (Técső) to Basilio Popovics on February 2, 1849. The date and 
year handwritten by the postmaster next to the postmark. On the front 2 NB markings in red 
crayon and diagonal crossings for the prepaid fee. Unfortunately I have no picture from the 
backside of this letter. Most probably it should read:  Tax 2 kr. Zone 1. Weight ½ loth or 3 kr. 
Weight 1/2-3/4 loth and 6 kr. registration fee. Special tariff during the revolutionary period. I do 
not know where this letter is at the moment as I sold it many years ago. 
 

 
 

Registered letter, Tetsö (Técső) to Ungvár, 1849. 

 
I presume that more registered letters exist from the pre-stamp period and I am looking forward 
to additions to those 6 letters described above. Please have a look in your collections or 
duplicates and let me know about their existence. 
 
My e-mail address is:  jarompes@cytanet.com.cy 
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Helmut Kobelbauer 

On the Location of Austro-Hungarian F. P. O. 47 in March 1915 
 
Our knowledgeable member Petr Gebauer from Brno has – in all probability – solved this question 
by a careful reading of volume II of »Österreich-Ungarns Letzter Krieg 1914-1918«. 
 
The starting point of his observations was the following map (of March 2nd, 1915): 
 

 
 

Detail of Annex 8 (“Offensive über die mittleren Karpathen im März 1915”). 
 

It shows the order of battle of the Austro-Hungarian 2nd Army (in blue), including – see the green 
arrow near the bottom – the 8th Cavalry Division on its way to Turja Remete. It was placed there 
obviously as a tactical reserve for the eastern wing, at short distance off the railway line from 
Perecseny towards Uzsok. 
 
I would consider this sufficient proof that the 8th Cavalry Division (and its associated Field Post 
Office with number 47) was located at (or near) Turja Remete in early March 1915. 
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But the story goes on … 
 
On page 226 of the referenced book we have 
 

„Das AOK. erließ daher in kurzer Aufeinanderfolge am 17., 19. und 20. März [1915] neue Weisungen an die südlich der 
Weichsel stehenden Armeen als Richtschnur für die nächste Zeit. Bei Fortführung der Offensive sollte nunmehr 
Pflanzer-Baltin „nach Möglichkeit“ verstärkt werden, um den Nachbararmeen vom Ostflügel her den Weg aus dem 
Gebirge zu öffnen.“ 
 

In quickly succeeding orders of March 17th, 19th, and 20th, the Army Head Quarter gave indications 
of its intent to continue the offensive [in the middle Carpathians] but also to strengthen the 
troops of Pflanzer-Baltin to open the way out of the mountains on the Eastern wing of the front. 
 
These nice plans were shattered when the Russians opened a strong offensive on March 20th them-
selves and put growing pressure on the 3rd Army and then also on the 2nd Army. In these fateful 
days the fortress Przemýsl finally fell – this crushing news reached the headquarters of the Austro-
Hungarian Armies in the afternoon of March 22nd, 1915. 
 
The outcome of this unexpected turn is described on page 242: 
 

„Die Hoffnung des GdK. Pflanzer-Baltin auf ausgiebige Verstärkungen, die ihm durch die Befehle der Heeresleitung 
vom 17. und 19. März in Aussicht gestellt worden waren, zerrannen, als die Russen gegen die Armee Boroević vom 
20. an vorzustürmen begannen und damit die Zurückbehaltung der beiden Infanteriebrigaden und der 4. KD. 
erzwangen (S. 228). Der Armeegruppenführer erhielt nur die 8. KD. der 2. Armee, deren erste Transporte am 23. von 
Nagymihály abrollten.” 

 
Due to the strong pressure effected by the Russian offensive the planned moves of troops from 
the 3rd Army were cancelled, and only the 8th Cavalry Division (as a reserve from the 2nd Army) was 
sent to Pflanzer-Baltin. The first transports of this unit left Nagymihály on March 23rd, 1915; its 
main part had reached Horodenka on March 26th (loc. cit., page 243). 
 
Until convinced otherwise, I would now think that the 8th Cavalry Division (and its associated Field 
Post Office number 47) was staying at the location established by the map on the previous page, 
i. e., in and around Turja Remete, at least until March 20th, 1915, when it received orders to go to 
Nagymihály and be uploaded there on the trains for transfer to the east. 
 
Consequently, on March 19th, 1915, when a paper balloon from the fortress Przemýsl was found 
near Turja Remete, its contents were brought to the nearest army unit, i. e., the 8th Cavalry Divi-
sion with its F. P. O. 47, and were cancelled there before being forwarded to their final desti-
nations. 
 
So Dr. Simády Béla was right in the end: the F. P. O. 47 was (in all probability) in the village Turja 
Remete on March 19th, 1915. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

From a very fruitful meeting 
in Vienna on July 5th, 2011: 

 
Miroslav Bachratý, 
Petr Gebauer, and 

Helmut Kobelbauer 
(from the left to the right). 
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Petr Gebauer 

German Field Post in Subcarpathia 1915 
 
My article about the field post of the German Southern Army in Subcarpathia 1915 in SCM #014 
has received feedback in the subsequent issues and I thank all members for their valuable input. 
In this short contribution I would like to present three scarce items from this area which have not 
been shown earlier.  
 
The first item is a beautiful registered cover sent on 23.4.1915 
from the headquarters of the German Southern Army (Deut-
sche Südarmee, DSA) in Munkács to the Prussian War Depart-
ment in Berlin. The cover shows the standard date stamp of 
the DSA field post office and an imperforated registration 
label with the legend “Feldpostamt des II. Armeekorps” 
(Field post office of the 2nd Army Corps). As explained in 
the above mentioned article, the DSA headquarters was 
established by transformation of the headquarters of the 
IInd Army Corps. The date stamp of the 2nd Army Corps 
field post office was provisionally used by the DSA field 
post office for a limited time and the present cover 
shows a similar practice with the registration labels. The 
emergency use of the registration labels of the 2nd Army 
Army Corps obviously lasted much longer, at least until 
April 1915. The back side of the cover shows a wax seal 
with the text “KAISERLICH DEUTSCHE SÜDARMEE / 
ARMEE-OBERKOMMANDO“ (Imperial German Southern 
Army / Supreme Army Command). 
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The second example is a similar registered cover sent on 5.4.1915 from the command of the 24th 
Reserve Corps (Corps Gerok) in Huszt to the Prussian War Department in Berlin. The cover shows  
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the standard date stamp of the Corps 
field post office and a perforated 
registration label with the legend 
“Kaiserlich Deutsches Feldpostamt 
des XXIV. Reserve-Korps” (Imperial 
German field post office of the 24th 
Reserve Corps). On the back side, 
there is a circular rubber marking with the text “KÖNIGL. PREUSS. 
FELDINTENDANTUR / XXIV. RESERVE-KORPS“ (Royal Prussian Field Inten-
dancy /XXIV. Reserve Corps). The described two covers are the only 
registered German field post covers from Subcarpathia I have seen so 
far. 
 
The third item is a picture post card of Munkács posted on 3.2.1915 at the field post expedition of 
the 5th Cavalry Division. The card is dated by the sender on 1.2.1915 in Kivjazsd (Beregkövesd), a 
village between Munkács and Huszt, which confirms the approximate location of the division 
mentioned in my previous article. Items from the Subcarpathian stay of this particular division are 
very scarce due to the short time of stay and probably also low amount of correspondence. 
 

 
 
The items presented here document that field post from the Subcarpathian deployment of the 
DSA is a challenging topic, where research and search can bring new unknown knowledge and 
interesting and scarce items. 
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Juan E. Page 
News from Huszt ? 
 
In an earlier number of the »Sub-Carpathian Messenger« (#017), Tønnes Ore mentioned a “Távi-
rat-lap” [telegram letter] sold in the Dunafila auction of March 2011. I am now the happy owner 
of this piece and I want to share some additional information that I consider interesting. 
 

 
 

1) The “Távirat-lap” is one of 35 kr issued July 1st, 1888, valid till December 31st, 1892, and it was 
used on November 30rd, 1892, i. e., after the issue of the new “Lap” of 31 kr (February 1st, 1892) 
but before the end of its validity. The additional 10 kr stamp covers the registration fee. 
2) The “Lap” is postmarked in Berezna (Berezovo), with the postmark described on page 84 of the 
Hungarian Monographies (volume VI). This post office was opened in 1871. But the writer declares 
Ökörmező (with post office opened in 1859) as the origin of the telegram. Ökörmező is quite far 
from Berezna and I cannot explain the reason for this circumstance, excepting the case of an 
occasional presence of the sender in Berezna. The destination of the telegram was Budapest. 
3) The “Lap” was received the same day in Huszt, where the three pieces of the 1 kr stamp were 
postmarked. Obviously the sender put the stamps on the front of the “Lap” instead inside, as was 
the rule. According to the tariffs, 3 kr correspond to one word in excess of ten. 
4) The postmark of Huszt has the month indication (NOV) reversed. I never saw another similar, so 
it can be a new discovery. 
5) Inside the “Lap” there is a mark that was not referenced previously (to my best knowledge). It 
is only partially printed, because the border of the “Lap” was removed, but it is not difficult to 
reconstruct it as “M. KIR. POSTA ÉS TÁVIRDA HIVATAL HUSZT” (Royal Hungarian Post and Tele-
graph Office in Huszt). I have some doubts about the size of the last “A” in “TÁVIRDA”, and con-
sequently of the “P” in “POSTA”, because the printing is not clear enough. 
 
Maybe somebody can report the previous existence of these “news”. Otherwise we are in front of 
a couple of additions to the postal history of Huszt. Good luck for Alex Popovych! 
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Helmut Kobelbauer 
Borsa and the “Prislop Bahn” – continued 
 
Further my article “The Quarantine Station Borsa” (see SCM #008, pp. 6 – 11) I can show now an 
additional (and better) strike of the cachet of the short-lived narrow-gauge “Prislop Bahn” leading 
from the Máramaros county to the Bukowina. 
 
 

 
 

Picture postcard of Borsa (now in colour) as field post card with violet cachet 
“K. u. K. KOMMANDO DER PRISLOPBAHN *”, F.P.O. 165, January 24th, 1917. 
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With the kind help of Herbert Robisch, president of the “Arbeitsgemeinschaft Feldpost Österreich-
Ungarn” and generous mentor of all field post collectors, I have found another cachet: 
 
 

 
 

Picture postcard of the Pietros mountain as field post card with violet cachet 
“K. u. k. Kommando der Prislopbahn”, “BORSA / A”, November 12th, 1917. 

 

 
 

The “BORSA / A” canceller was introduced in 1912 and was used until Borsa became part of Roma-
nia in 1919. 
 
Please be reminded that Borsa is not part of the Carpatho-Ukraine according to the definition of 
Dr. Simády Béla. 
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Reprint from »The American Philatelist« (December 1989, page 1156) with kind permission: 
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Reprint from »The American Philatelist« (December 1989, page 1157) with kind permission: 
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Reprint from »The American Philatelist« (December 1989, page 1158) with kind permission: 
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Reprint from »The American Philatelist« (December 1989, page 1159) with kind permission: 
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Reprint from »The American Philatelist« (December 1989, page 1160) with kind permission: 
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Helmut Kobelbauer 
A Registered Letter from Vasily Petretsky 
 
In the context of our discussion on the question of the currency during the NRZU period I have 
mentioned the name of Dr. Vasily Petretsky without any further explanation. As some of our avid 
readers may know, Dr. Petretsky was one of the (very few) persons writing on the postal history 
of the Transcarpathian region who was originating from this region and living there. 
 

 
 

First page of article written by Dr. V. Petretsky. 
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His article “The Postage Stamps of Carpatho-Ukraine” was published in the magazine »Sovetskii 
Kollektsioner« No. 21 (1983), pages 23 to 41, and is – as far as I am aware – the only substantial 
article on this theme that has ever been published during the time of the Cold War in a media of 
the Soviet Union. 
 
It deals in detail with the postage stamps and postal stationery of the years 1944 and 1945 and 
even shows (in gritty black-and-white pictures) a few covers from this period. Near the end this 
article holds a list of postal offices that existed between February 1st and December 31st, 1945. 
This was the very first such list and specialized collectors had to live and work with it until a 
number of years later – in 1991 – Dr. Simády Béla published his own (extended) list. 
 
I would assume that during those grim times such a publication was not without a certain risk for 
the author, and therefore I would like to remind us of this obviously courageous person. I do not 
know what became of him but the depicted letter shows that he was still alive and active in 1987: 
 

 
 

Registered letter, Uzhhorod 18 to Balatonalmádi (Hungary), November 22nd, 1987. 

 
A few years letter, after the break-up of the Soviet Union, he still lived at the same address 
which by then had changed from “ul. Kirova” to “ul. Koshut” (for those who don’t know: Sergei 
Kirov was a Bolshevik leader from St. Petersburg and was murdered under not very clear circum-
stances in 1934, his violent death playing quite a role in the Great Purges of the 1930s; Lajos Kos-
suth was one of the political leaders of the Hungarian national uprising in 1848). 
 
The above registered airmail letter is also interesting because its tariff (15 kop.) cannot be found 
in the otherwise very helpful list of Soviet postal rates in Jan Verleg’s monograph (see p. 200). As 
a letter from the USSR to Hungary, i. e., another COMECON state, it was handled as a domestic 
letter, of course. The fee for a registered domestic letter is given as 10 kop. 
 
Alex Popovych mentions in the introduction of his booklet »UZHGOROD on postmarks 1813 - 2010« 
that Dr. Petretsky is not among us any more. Additional information would be welcome. 


