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Hutsul wife, painted by Ota Pokorny
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About us and the Newsletter

The Study Circle is a loose group of persons who are interested in the postal (and general)
history of the area known as Karpatalja in Hungarian, as Podkarpatska Rus during the First
Czechoslovak Republic, which had a short day of independence as Carpatho Ukraine, and
later was integrated into the Ukrainian SSR in the Soviet Union as the ‘Zakarpatskaja Ob-
last’. Since 1991 it is 3AKAPIIATTA, the westernmost administrative district in the now
independent Ukraine.

The Newsletter came out of a meeting of a few collectors during the PRAHA 2008, its first
number appeared in November 2008. In the last years we have always produced at least
four issues per year but may not be able to keep this high level due to a substantial lack of
contributions. On the other hand, as we can see from the access counts at the public web
site, this Newsletter is read by hundreds of people. As of October 22", 2016, we had the
following number of read accesses (361 on average for the last 10 issues):

#030 #031 #032 #033 #034 #035 #036 #037 #038 #039

368 490 452 456 399 379 457 278 150 178

We send our regards and best wishes to all members of the Study Circle.
Distribution method

All issues of the »Sub-Carpathian Messenger« can be browsed at and downloaded from the
Internet address

htto.//www.slideshare.net/subcarpathian

For those who have no Internet access and/or no e-mail, the distribution method is still
the same: you will receive a colour print-out by air/surface mail as you did in the past.

Everybody can freely access the uploaded numbers of the Newsletter but the notification
service for new numbers is limited to the actual members of the Study Circle.

Rules and Regulations

All articles in the Newsletter carrying the name of an author are the sole responsibility of
this author and should not be taken to represent the common opinion of the Study Circle.
Such articles are, if not marked otherwise, copyrighted by the respective author. Free use
within the Study Circle is granted. We thank our authors for their much appreciated work
and contribution.

Participation in the Study Circle is not bound to a formal membership and does not include
the duty to pay a membership fee. There is a moral obligation to support the Newsletter
from time to time by sending some article, some interesting piece of information, some
question, some answer or whatever, although a number of ‘members’ have chosen to dis-
respect even this minimal request for support.

We will “print” everything even only loosely connected with our subject of interest so any
contribution is certainly welcome. Please send it (as Word 2003, 2007 or 2010 document,
graphical elements in JPEG, 300 dpi or better) to the editor’s e-mail address (kb@aatc.at).
His traditional postal address, if you would need it, is:

Dr. Helmut Kobelbauer, Untergrossau 81, A-8261 Sinabelkirchen, Austria / Europe
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Peter Cybaniak and Roman Dubyniak
More Pictures from Volosyanka / BonocsaHka

Coming back to previous articles (SCM #022, pages 5 - 9; SCM #035, page 6; SCM #036,
pages 5 - 7) we want to show some additional material from this small village and its sur-

roundings.

We start with pictures from the Great War:

Das vergebliche verlustreiche Anrenrien der Russen am Uzsoker-Paf.

Postcard, sent from Salzburg (Austria), July 1%, 1915, to New Haven (USA).
With depiction of the “unsuccessful attacks of the Russians to the Uzsok pass

|
p-
§
i(
|
"n

0o

go-/‘\z V4

~.

The Russians did occupy the Uzsok pass, although for not very long, in November
1914. It was the Szurmay Corps that re-took the pass from them (see SCM #005).
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Picture of the damaged railway bridge near Volosianka.

During their withdrawal the Russians destroyed (part of) the famous railway bridge - the
above picture postcard shows the gap between the outer pillars, the blown up middle pil-
lar and some metal leftovers lying on the ground. [l think this is a different railway bridge,
not the one near Volosianka - the editor.]

Picture postcard of Volosjanka - from the Czechoslovak period.

VOLOSJANKA.

o TOBRo,
S REUBERS Y

Nakl. ]. J‘ira',sko, Volosjanka-UzZok. Foto Sole,
Velka Berezna.
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Another picture postcard from the Czechoslovak period even shows some local detail:

Picture postcard of the “selsky mlyn” [peasant’s mill] in Volosianka.
Probably sent June 2" 1931, with cancellation
“VOLOSIANKA / + BOJIOCAHKA + / b”, to Haj u Duchcova (Bohemia).
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Nékladem J. Jirdsko, smiSeny obchod
@ turisticky hotel, Volosianka-UZok.

We see that these two picture postcards were sold by a local producer - Jos. Jirasko from
Volosianka-UZok. He seems to have had a shop and a tourist’s hotel ... (Maybe he was the
owner of the “Hotel Sport” that has been repeatedly depicted in this Newsletter ?)
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We can also show a cover from this time:

Cover from “VOLOSIANKA / + BOJIOCAHKA + / a”,
July 18™, 1930, to Pfibram (Moravia).

The shown cancellers were in use from 1929 to 1939 (see Jan Verleg’s contribution in SCM
#036).
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Still from the Czechoslovak period, but from later years, are the following items:

Picture postcard from Volosianka, also produced by J[os]. Jirasko.
The Czech text “Cesta z kostela” means “[On the] way from the church”.

VOLOSIANKA. - Cesta z kostela.

a turisticky hotel, Volosianka-UZok.

Nékladem J. Jirdsko, smiSeny obchod
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Religious motifs are amongst the most frequent from this area, together with some
rather simple views of the landscape.

We can also see that the writing of the place name changed a bit over time during
the Czechoslovak period. This is typical for the whole region where the transition
from Ruthenian and/or Hungarian place names was rather difficult for the Czechs.
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Picture postcard from UZok: View of the village with the park
of the earlier spa, destroyed during the war [= WWI].

OBEC UZOK S PARKEM BYVALYCH
LAZNI, ZNICENYCH VE VALCE.

Nakl. fy Jirdsko Jos., turisticky hotel a smis. obchod, Volosianka-

Uzok. - 5% vénuje fa na postaveni mausolea ruskych vojsk.
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Cachet “Ethnographic day of the Vrchovina in Volosianka” - June 29", 1936.
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Helmut Kobelbauer

Czechoslovak Air Mail Related to the Podkarpatska Rus

The German “Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft Tschechoslowakei” has published four booklets
»Geschichte der Tschechoslowakischen Flugpost« [History of the Czechoslovak Air Mail],
written by Max Mahr and H. Peter Vouhsem between 1986 and 1990. Your editor has syste-
matically searched these booklets for informations concerning the Podkarpatska Rus. The
following article is based on these extracts.

GESCHICHTE DER
TSCHECHOSLOWAK [SCHEN
FLUGPOST

TEIL 1

DIE PIONIERZEIT

~en

Mex Make/H. Patar Vouhsem

Hett 8

GESCHICHTE DER
TSCHECHOSLOWAKISCHEN
FLUGPOST

TEIL 2

1818 - 1821

von
H. Peter Vouhsem / Max Mahr

GESCHICHTE DER
TSCHECHOSLOWAKISCHEN
FLUGPOST

TEIL 3

Die Flug in der
1923 —1938/9

won
M. Peter Vouhsem / Max Mahs

Helt 10

The first booklet on page 36 tells about the paper balloons sent from the enclosed fortress
of Przemysl in January 1915 but does not mention the balloon that was found near Turja
Remete and whose cards were cancelled by the Field Post Office 47 on March 19", 1915
(see SCM #004, pages 14 - 16, and SCM #011, page 15). This Field Post Office was asso-
ciated with the 8™ Cavallery Division of the Austro-Hungarian Armed Forces.

Field post card from fortress Przemysl, found near Turja Remete.
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On page 47 the booklet gives a price estimate of DEM 2.000 for the official “Ballonpost”
card (in blue) sent from the fortress of Przemysl (point 4.09a). A more realistic estimate as
achieved in a number of auctions in the last years is about EUR 400 to 500.

The second booklet has more information for us. On page 59 it says:

,Am 8. 10. 1920 wurde von der Militarverwaltung eine Flugverbindung Prag — PreRburg — Lu¢enec — Ung-
var eingerichtet. Beférdert wurden nur Dienstpostsachen. Die Postamter Luenec und Ungvar durften
jedoch Privatkorrespondenz einlegen. Eine Bezeichnung, aus der zu ersehen war, dal} es sich um mit
Flugpost beférdertes Postgut handelte, war verboten. Somit ist auch hier ein philatelistischer und ein-
deutiger Beleg nicht zu erbringen. Die Flugroute wurde am 20. 10. 1920 verkiirzt zum Kurs Prefburg -
LuCenec — Ungvar. Am 28. 10. 1920 wurde der Flugverkehr ganz eingestellt.”

In my translation:

,On October 8™, 1920, the military administration [of the Czechoslovak Republic] estab-
lished an air connection Prague - Bratislava - Lu¢enec - Uzhorod. Only official post items
were allowed for transport. The post offices Lucenec and Uzhorod were however permitted
to add private correspondance. It was forbidden to mark such items as transmitted by air
mail. Therefore one cannot safely identify such items. The flight route on October 20",
1920, was shortened to Bratislava - Lucenec - Uzhorod and the air connection was comple-
tely stopped by October 28", 1920.“

Such flights have probably landed on the military airport Kbely in Prague which was active
from early 1919. We think that the post office Prague 9 might have handled such mail.
More information would be welcome.

We have never seen an item from this short period of air mail and draw the attention of
our readers to the specific information above. The price for such item would be DEM 1.000
according to page 93 of the referenced booklet.

A much better known episode is described on pages 60 to 62 of the mentioned source:

1. Die erste Flugpost in der Tschechoslowakei — SpiSska Nova Ves — UZhorod

Im nachstehenden wichtigen Kapitel der Geschichte der Flugpost in der Tschechoslowakei folge ich den
Ausfiihrungen des Militérexperten und Philatelisten Bohumil Matéjka, der mit seinem Artikel »Prvni letecka
posta v Ceskoslovensku« in der Filatelie/Prag 1968 fiir Aufsehen sorgte. Eine deutsche Ubersetzung
wurde in Heft 15/1969 im » Der Sammlerdienst« abgedruckt.

Ein offensiver VorstoRl der Truppen der Réterepublik Ungarn im Juni 1919 durchbrach die Front der
tschechoslowakischen Armee unter General Hennocque. Der StolRkeil erreichte Kaschau (3. — 6. Juni),
durchbrach die Verteidigung von PreSov (10. Juni) und Bardejov (11. Juni). Fast bis zur tschechoslowa-
kisch-polnischen Grenze reichte der Einbruch in die Karpaten. Schon am 3. Juni 1919 hatte General
Hennocque die CS-Armee in der Slowakei in zwei Armeegruppen aufgeteilt: in die Karpatengruppe unter
General Destremeau und in die Kaschauer Armeegruppe unter General Chabord. Die Armeegruppen
multen Kaschau aufgeben und bezogen neue Kommandostandorte. Wahrend die Kommandatur der
Kaschauer Armeegruppe nach SpiSska Nova Ves verlegt wurde, fand die Karpatengruppe in Uzhorod
neues Quartier. Nach dem Durchbruch der ungarischen Truppen waren die beiden Armeegruppen der
Ostarmee durch einen Korridor getrennt. Der Landweg zwischen den Gruppen war unterbrochen.

Die damals in Spisska Nova Ves unterstellte 2. Feld-Flug-Kompanie erhielt den Befehl, den Kontakt mit
der abgeschnittenen Karpatengruppe in Uzhorod per Luftweg wieder herzustellen.
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Am 13. Juni 1919 startete Feldwebel Karel Janhuba als Pilot mit zwei Offizieren an Bord von SpiSska
Nova Ves nach Uzhorod. Neben Militargut wurden auch zwei Sacke mit Post fiir die Soldaten der abge-
schnittenen Armeegruppe zugeladen, da die normale Feldpostzustellung aus vorgenannten Griinden seit
dem 6. Juni 1919 nicht moglich war. Das Militarfeldpostamt No. 46 in Uzhorod nutzte die Mdglichkeit,
Feldpostbriefe der Soldaten der Karpatengruppe dem Riickflug am 15. Juni 1919 mitzugeben. Hin wie zu-
rick wurden zwei Postsacke Zivilpost befordert, denn Post der Angehérigen und der Soldaten kann man
wohl nicht als Militarpost bezeichnen.

Am 19. Juni startete man zu einem zweiten Flug von SpiSska Nova Ves mit zwei Sacken Zivilpost. Auf
dem Riickflug gab das Militarfeldpostamt No. 46 drei Sacke Soldatenpost mit.

Ethnic groups in 1910

. Present-day borders
Hungarians
E gail - Slovaks of Hungary and Slovakia

From the Internet with thanks.

Die Kampfhandlungen wurden am 25. Juni 1919 beendet. Die Armeegruppen wurden wieder vereint nach
dem Waffenstillstand zwischen der Tschechoslowakei und Ungarn. Soweit die militérhistorischen Fakten.

B. Matéjka untermauert die Daten der Fliige durch einen Auszug aus dem Verzeichnis der vom Kom-
mando der Ostarmee verliechenen Auszeichnungen vom 27. Juni 1919, Nr. 509/IV. Abteilung, mit der den
Beteiligten, Piloten und Verbindungsoffizieren das ,Kriegskreuz 1919° verliehen wurde.

Aus philatelistischer Sicht ist der Beweis des Versandes durch Luftpost nicht immer leicht und eindeutig,
wenn es sich um Post aus SpiSska Nova Ves nach Uzhorod handelt, obwohl aktenkundig ist, da® Post per
Luftpost eingeflogen wurde in das eingeschlossene Uzhorod. Man kann dies nur am Ankunftsstempel ab-
lesen, wenn dieser vom Feldpostamt 46 in der Zeit vom 13. — 24. Juni 1919 abgeschlagen worden ist auf
Feldpostbelegen, die von den Angehdrigen in der Zeit vom 5. — 17. Juni 1919 aufgegeben wurden. Belege
miissen weiterhin an einen Angehdrigen der Karpathen-Armeegruppe gerichtet sein.

Mit Sicherheit kann Post von Uzhorod in der vorgenannten Zeit als Flugpost bestimmt werden, wenn diese
mit dem Stempel des Feldpostamtes 46, in Blau abgeschlagen, versehen ist aus der Zeit zwischen dem 6.
und 19. Juni 1919. Jeder Beleg mul weiterhin auch den Einheitsstempel einer Formation der Karpathen-
Armeegruppe aufweisen. Diese wurden in der ,Ordre de bataille® vom 19. Juni 1919 aufgefiihrt.”

Again in my translation:

“In the following important chapter of the history of air mail in Czechoslovakia | am fol-
lowing the expositions of Bohumil Matéjka, military expert and philatelist, who caused a
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sensation with his article »Prvni leteckd posta v Ceskoslovensku« in the ‘Filatelie’ (Prague
1968). A German translation was printed in issue 15/1969 of »Der Sammlerdienst«.

An offensive of the troops of the Hungarian Soviet Republic in June 1919 broke through the
frontline of the Czechoslovak army under General Hennocque. The compact force reached
Kaschau (June 3™ to 6™), broke through the defences of PreSov (June 10™) and Bardejov
(June 11™). The occupied area nearly reached to the border between Czechoslovakia and
Poland. Already on June 3™, 1919, General Hennocque had divided the Czechoslovak Army
in Slovakia into two army groups: the Carpatho group under General Destremeau and the
Kaschau group under General Chabord. These army groups had to give up Kaschau and
moved to new commanding centres. While the command of the Kaschau army group was
moved to Spisska Nova Ves, the Carpatho group found its new location in Uzhorod. After
the break-through of the Hungarian forces the two army groups of the Eastern Army were
separated by a corridor. The ground connection between the groups was broken.

"To Arms! To Arms!"
Bolshevik Hungarian propaganda poster from 1919.

The 2™ Field Air Company received an order to re-establish the contact with the separated
Carpatho group in Uzhorod by air.

On June 13™, 1919, Sergeant Karel Janhuba (as pilot) started from Spisska Nova Ves to Uz-
horod with two officers aboard. In addition to military stock two bags with mail for the sol-
diers of the cut-off army group were loaded in the airplane because the regular delivery of
field post for the mentioned reasons was not possible since June 6™, 1919. The field post
office nr. 46 in Uzhorod took the opportunity to upload field post of the soldiers of the
Carpatho group on the return flight of June 15", 1919. In both directions two bags of such
mail were transported. Such mail of relatives or the soldiers themselves cannot be classi-
fied as military mail therefore we think it was civil mail.

A second such flight started on June 19" from SpiSska Nova Ves with again two bags of civil
mail. On the return flight the field post office nr. 46 sent three bags of soldiers’ mail.

The military clashes were ended on June 25", 1919. After the armistice between Czecho-
slovakia and Hungary the army groups were united again. These are the facts from military
history.

B. Matéjka backs up the mentioned dates of the flights by an extract from the list of
honours awarded by the command of the Eastern Army on June 27", 1919, nr.509/4" part,
where the involved persons, pilots and connecting officers were honoured with the “War
Cross of 1919”.
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From a philatelist’s point of view in the case of mail from SpiSska Nova Ves to Uzhorod it is
not always easy and clear to prove that some item was transported by air mail, although
we have official documentation that such mail existed. One would ask for an arrival mark
of the field post office 46 in the period from June 13 to 24™, 1919, the mail item being
sent by some relative between June 5™ and 17, 1919, and being adressed to some person
in a military unit belonging to the Carpatho army group.

Mail from Uzhorod can be identified as air mail with more certainty if such mail item
carries the blue postmark of field post office 46 from the time period June 6™ to 19",
1919. Such item must also carry the cachet of a military unit from the Carpatho army
group. These units were listed in the “ordre de bataille” of June 19, 1919.”

The article in the second booklet then continues with the very informative list of troops
belonging to the Carpatho Army Group:

, Ordre de bataille’ des Kommando der Karpathengruppe vom 19. Juni 1919:

1. Infanteriedivision

- n&Celnik tabu Chef des Stabes

- operacni oddéleni Operationsabteilung

- ubytovaci a osobni oddéleni Unterkunfts- und Personalabteilung
- intendance Intendanz

- zdravotni sluzba Sanitatsdienst

- polni posta 46 Feldpostamt 46

- spojovaci sluzba Verbindungsdienst

- autoskupina €. 3 Autoabteilung Nr. 3

- vozatajska sluzba Traintruppendienst

- zvérolékarska sluzba Veterinardienst

- §tabni rota Stabskompanie

- pomocny Ufad Hilfsamt

- velitelstvi délostfecké divize (sét. Prat) Kommando der Artilleriedivision (Hauptmann Prat)
- Zenijni setnina 2/2 Pionierkompanie 2/2

- zenijni setnina 2/3 Pionierkompanie 2/3

- 3/6 eskadrona Eskadron 3/6

- jezdecka eskadrona rytm. Zaleského Reitereskadron Rittmeister Zaleského
- municni kolona 1. divize Munitionskolonne der 1. Division

- hospod. Ufad Wirtschaftsdienststelle

- polni pekarny Feldbackerei

- polni nemocnice Feldlazarett

- pési pluk 3, 28, 36 Infanterieregiment 3, 28, 36

- kanonova baterie 3/4 Kanonenbatterie 3/4

- houfnicova baterie 2/1 Haubitzenbatterie 2/1

- houfnicové baterie por. Lehéra Haubitzenbatterie Leutnant Lehar

1. Territorialbrigade

- velitel pplk. Kopfstein Kommandeur Oberstleutnant Kopfstein

- intendance Intendanz

- zdravotni sluzba Sanitatsdienst

- vozatajska sluzba Traintruppendienst

- civilni sprava (mjr. dr. Hubalek) Zivilverwaltung (Major Dr. Hubalek)

- technicky odbor (pplk. Nechleba) Technische Abteilung (Oberstleutnant Nechleba)
- stfelecky pluk 21 francouskych legii Schitzenregiment 21 der Franzdsischen Legion
- detachment rytm. Nedbal Detachment Rittmeister Nedbal

- oddil Slovenskeé brigady a legionar Abteilung der Slowakischen Brigade und Legion
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- velitelvstvi délostfecké brigady (nadp. Pustejovsky)
Kommando der Artilleriebrigade (Oberleutnant

Pustejovsky)
- zenijni setnina 1. praporu Pionierkompanie des 1. Bataillons
- Uetni likvidace Zahlmeisterei
- zenijni setnina 6/3 Pionierkompanie 6/3
- pravocni setnina 6/74 a 5/81 Arbeitskompanie 6/74 und 5/81
- hospodarsky Ufad Wirtschaftsdienststelle
- nemocnice Lazarett
- posadkové velitelstvi v UZhorodé Ortskommandantur Uzhorod
- vojenska policie v Uzhorodé Militarpolizei Uzhorod
- nadrazni velitelstvi v Uzhorodé Bahnhofskommando UZhorod*

We do not translate this list because the important part is the names of the Czechoslovak
military units. Special attention should be given to the last three units in the list - these
are attractive unit cachets even when not in connection with the first military air mail.

From the exhibit of Petr Blaha at the HUNFILA in Szombathely (Hungary, 6™ to 8" May,
2016) we have borrowed the picture below which shows the distribution of Czechoslovak
(in bluish-black) and Hungarian troops (in brown) and (in green) the air route between
Spisska Nova Ves and Uzhorod. It also shows that the headquarter in Uzhorod was that of
the 3™ Infantry Division (brigades I, V, and VI):
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This picture was originally part of the extensive article “Cinnost’ Polnej a Kuriérnej Posty
na Uzemi Ceskoslovenskej Republiky v Rokoch 1918 - 1920” [Activities of Field and Courier
Mail on the Territory of the Czechoslovak Republic in the Years 1918 - 1920] by Jozef Tekel
of which Juan E. Page has sent me a copy (many thanks).

Petr Blaha was also so kind and sent us scans from some items in his possession and shown
as part of his exhibit. We thank for that generous attitude and reproduce these scans:
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Romeo u. Julia.

Field post card, Vr§ovice, June 5™, 1919, to PP 46.
Field post card, PP 46 (in bluish-green), June 7", 1919.

flocturmions: Romé et Juliecte: PoMeo u JKusipera,

Postigliene:

Field post card, PP 46 (in darkgray), June 14", 1919,
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Field post card, PP 46 (in bluish-gray), June 15", 1919.

Field post card, PP (in darkgray), June 19", 1919,

The above six items from the collection of Petr Blaha.
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Martin Jurkovic in the London World Exhibition 2014 showed the following piece (thanks for
the scan):

Picture postcard, written in Kapusany, PP 46, June 1214, 1919, to Nachod.
Sender from “pési pluk 21”. From the collection of Martin Jurkovié.

Udvdzlet Nagykaposrél

Reverse side of above card.

Again on page 93 the following price estimates are given
- for a military air mail item flown from SpiSska Nova Ves to Uzhorod ......... LP
- for such item flown from Uzhorod to Spisska Nova Ves . 400 DEM

These price estimates are probably too low now. An item of the second kind, if you can get
it, costs about 700 to 1000 EUR. Be warned that a number of doubtful items circulates on
the market.
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In the year 1920 the Czechoslovak government decided to yearly subsidize the ‘Compagnie
Franco-Roumaine de la navigation aerienne’ (CFRNA) with 5 million Czech crowns to in-
clude Prague in their international network. The cities involved were Strassbourg, Paris,
London, and Warsaw. Although interesting in its own, this phase has no relationship with
the Carpatho Ukraine.

There is another important source for the air mail(s) in the First Czechoslovak Republic,
i. e., the so-called Horka catalogue.

. FILATELIE
TROJAN

Written by MUDr. Petr Horka and published by Filatelie Trojan in Prague under the title
»Ceskoslovenskd Leteckd Posta« [Czechoslovak Air Mail] in 1997, this book is now rather
hard to find and get.

Good luck has it that | could buy a very nice copy at the last Burda auction and can there-
fore also add some information from this very valuable source. (I have searched for this
book about six years now, being not educated enough in 1997 to immediately buy it.) My
bad luck is that the book is in Czech, of course, and my understanding of this beautiful
language is rather limited.
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V bojich na Slovensku bylo soustfedéno pomérné znatné mnozstvi leteckého materialu a leteckych Gtvard.
Proto byla pouzita letadla také k prepravé poSty a ostatnich zasilek v dobé odtrZeni koSické a karpatské
skupiny Ceskoslovenské vychodni armady.
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Obr 36 Zasilka polni posty dopravena prvnim vojenskym letem z Uzhorodu, 1819

= S
e
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Po UspéSnych operacich madarského vojska a po predchozim obsazeni Kosic, PreSova a Bardéjova doslo
dne 11. 6. 1919 Kk roztrzeni Cs. vychodni armddy - skupin koSické a karpatské. Velitelstvi se pfemistilo do
SpiSské Nové Vsi. Pro velitelstvi karpatské skupiny v Uzhorodé fungovala v této dobé polni posta &. 46. Jiz
13. 6. 1919 startovalo ze SpiSské Nové Vsi vojenské letadlo do UZhorodu. Mimo jiné zasilky neslo také dva
pytle poSty pro pfisludniky karpatské skupiny. Zpét se vrdtilo 15. 6. 1919, kdy byly pievezeny dva pytle
soukromé korespondence vojéki karpatské skupiny, podané v dobé od 6. - 14. 6. 1919 u polni posty 46
v Uzhorodé (posledni poSta odeSla pozemni cestou z Uzhorodu 5. 6. 1919). Druhy let se konal 19. 6. 1919. Ze
Spisské Nové Vsi byly dopraveny dva pytle s poStou, zpétnym letem 20. 6. 1919 pak dal3i tfi pytle od polni
posty 46. Denni razitko polni poSty 46 bylo pouZivdno v ¢erné nebo modré barvé.

Za skuteCné letecky dopravené zasilky miizeme povazovat jednak zésilky z neodtrzeného Gzemi adresované
do Uzhorodu, pfipadné dalSim ttvarim karpatské skupiny, odeslané v dobé od 5. - 17. 6. 1919. Jejich
prilkaznost musi byt doloZena pfichodnim razitkem. Bezpecné Ize leteckou dopravu prokazat u dopisti a dopis-
nic polni poSty 46 s daty mezi 6. - 19. 6. 1919.

From the “Horka” catalogue, page 41.

I am hoping that some kind member (or non-member) of this Study Circle can translate the
above section to English. As far as | understand it, it describes the reason for having a
military air mail connection to and from Uzhorod and the particulars of the resulting two
flights. It describes the colour of the PP 46 postmark as “black or blue”. The allowable
date range for mail from UZhorod is defined as June 6™ to 14™, 1919, for the first flight.
The second flight was on June 19", 1919.

For the military air connection of October 1919 the “Horka” catalogue offers the following
information:

Prvni pravidelnd domdci linka byla na naSem lzemi oteviena 8. 10. 1919. Byla to vojenska letecka linka
Praha - Bratislava - Lucenec - UZhorod. Pfeprava byla vyhrazena obycejnym i doporu¢enym tfednim zdsilkdm
a Castecné novindm pro LuCenec a Uzhorod. Oznacovéni zésilek jako ,leteckd po$ta“ bylo nepfipustné.
Postovni urady LuCenec a Uzhorod mohly vklddat do zavér( také soukromou korespondenci. Linka se provo-
zovala podle pravidelného letového fadu.

From the “Horka” catalogue, page 42.

The curious thing is that this connection is assigned to October 1920 (not: 1919) by the
Mahr/Vouhsem booklet (see page 59). Who would know what is correct ?
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The “Horka” catalogue shows the exact weekdays and times of flight in a table:

Tab9  Letovy i‘dd vojenské postovni linky Praha - Bratislava - Lu€enec - Uzhorod

T

dtery, patek 10.00— 12,00 12,30—13,45 14001545  510,520.10.
stieda, sobota 15,45 = 10,00

dtery, patek 7.30 —» 945 —»=11,00 21 -57/E8.10.
vojensky kuryr viakem z Prahy 16,00 ——14,00<—12,00

pondéli, Etvrtek 16,15 l

utery, patek «——18,18

Pro nedostatek provoznich prostiedki, zvldsté pohonnych hmot, byla linka 20. 10. 1919 zkrdcena na dsek
Bratislava - Lucenec - UZhorod. Listovni zasilky mezi Prahou a Bratislavou dopravoval vojensky kuryr viakem.
Krétce na to, pred 28. 10. 1919, byla doprava na lince zastavena. Celkovd pfipustnd vdha poStovnich zésilek
pii jednom letu byla 50 kg. Dobovy tisk vSak upozorfiuje, Ze pres oficidlni zastaveni letdi v Useku Praha -
Bratislava, jsou zde kondny pfilezitostné lety a letci rovnéz berou na palubu letadel poStu.

From the “Horka” catalogue, page 43.

The dictionary helps here (a bit): “Gtery” is Tuesday, “patek” is Friday, “streda” is Wed-
nesday, “sobota” is Saturday, and for the period October 21* to 28" (where the part Praha
to Bratislava was covered by a special military courier train) we have “pondéli” as Monday
and “Ctvrtek” as Thursday.

Since October 8", 1919, was a Thursday, we have flights arriving at Uzhorod as follows:

Friday, October 9", 1919 at 15:45 hours
Tuesday, October 131919 at 15:45 hours
Friday, October 16, 1919 at 15:45 hours
Tuesday, October 20" 1919 at 15:45 hours
Friday, October 23, 1919 at 11:00 hours
Tuesday, October 27" 1919 at 11:00 hours

and we have flights taking off from Uzhorod as follows:

Saturday, October 10", 1919 at 10:00 hours

Wednesday, October 14™ 1919 at 10:00 hours

Saturday, October 17", 1919 at 10:00 hours

Tuesday, October 20" 1919 or Wednesday, October 21%, 1919 - this is not clear from the table
Friday, October 23", 1919 at 12:00 hours

Tuesday, October 27" 1919 at 12:00 hours

Since April 1%, 1921, there existed a special post office PRAHA - LETI§'VFFZ which took care of
all incoming or outgoing air mail. Finally a national carrier, the ‘Ceskoslovenské statni
aerolinie’ (abbreviated as CSA), was founded in 1923.

The first air route of the CSA was Prague to Bratislava, which was extended May 24" 1924,
to Kosice and on May 6", 1929, to UZhorod.

But this is really the subject of a continuation of this article in some future issue of “The
Sub-Carpathian Messenger” ...
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Filep Laszlo )
The Provisional Marks of the VISSZATERT Period - Part XllI

Marks of the Travelling Post Offices with Numbers but without Place Names

[The Hungarian periodical “Bélyegvildg” in its issue of March 2016 brought an article on the marks of railway
post without place names in the Carpatho Ukraine. Our colleague Janos Manz translated this article from
Hungarian to German and your editor has transformed it into English.]

A Visszatérések idoszakanak
kisegito bélyegzései, XIl. rész

Karpataljai - helynevet nem tartalmazé -

mozgoéposta szam-keletbélyegzések

1941

A markofilia (bélyegzés-gyijtés) tudomanyat nem 6

filatelistak el6tt is kozismert tény, hogy a Visszatérések id6-
szakaban nagyon sokféle-fajta kisegit6 bélyegzést hasznalt
a Magyar Kiralyi Posta.

Sorozatunk el6z6 IX-XI. részében mir foglalkoztunk a Kérpatal-
jan haszndlt mozgéposta bélyegzésekkel. A Magyar Kirdlyi Posta az
1943. jtlius hé 2-én kiadott Rendeletek Tara a Magyar Kir. Posta ré-
szére (PRT) 223.000/3. szamu rendeletével 1943. oktéber 3-t6l, az
6szi menetrendvaltozas id6pontjdnak napjatol életbe léptette a moz-
gopostai menetek uj szimozését. Ebben a rendeletben bevezette - az
altiszti mozg6posték, majd 1944-t6] a tiszti mozgopostak sziméra —
a helynevek nélkiili, csupén a mozgéposta- jelzést és szdmot tartal-

i leodé

menetr as kihat a vasiti mozgépostik mikodésére is, és
eléfordul, hogy Gj helyneves mozgéposta bélyegzt kell gyartatni -
ami bizony idébe telik, de a postdnak menni kell! Ekkor 4ll szolglat-
ba egy helynév nélkiili mozgéposta szdm-keletbélyegz6. Ha ezeknél
abél knél nincs a kiild 1 olyan adat, mely segithetne a
felhasznalési hely azonositdsiban, akkor a fentebb emlitett, A ma-
gyar mozgdpostdk és jegyzékeld k jegyzéke segithet.

A bemutatott dijjegyes lapon (21. dbra) 1évé bélyegzés ddtuma
»T 44 1V. 117 - vagyis erre az id6pontra az 1943. november 1.-1944.
janius 5. kézott idészakra sz6l6, az 1943. évi 51. PRT mellékleteként
megjelent 242.800/1943. szami rendelet érvényes. A 200. szimd
mozg6posta a rendelet szerint Debrecen-Maramarossziget és vissza

b}

maz6 szdm-keletbélyegzdk hasznélatét is — mely i révén-a
datumjelzésbe beépitett utiranyjelzés kovetkeztében a sziikséges bé-
lyegzémennyiség a felére csokkent. Ezeknél a bélyegz6knél a haszné-
lati helyeket nem csak a futott kiildeményen fellelhet adatok (példa-
ul a feladé személye, az 4ltala irt szovegben eléfordul6 helységnév
vagy egyéb utaldsok, stb.) alapjan lehet megéllapitani, hanem onnan
is, hogy ezeket az adatokat a PRT rendszeresen kozli A magyar moz-
gopostdk és jegyzékelsmenetek jegyzéke, valamint annak médositésa-
iban. Ezekkel a szam-keletbélyegzékkel sem Dr. Simédy Béla: Kar-
pétalja postatorténete, sem Horvith Lajos: Karpétalja postatorténete
a kezdetekt6l 2014-ig cimii, 2015-ben megjelent monogréfidja nem
foglalkozik.

A helynevek nélkiili, csupdn a mozg6posta-jelzést és szamot tar-
talmazé szam-keletbélyegzéseket Kostydn Akos a Magyar Bélyegek
Monografidja 1. kotetében a Mps. Xy. Tipuscsoport. 1943-1944.
megnevezés alatt irja le, majd a VI. kdtetben részletesen tipizalja is
azokat.

A helynév nélkiili mozgéposta szim-keletbélyegzokkel — a vala-
milyen okbél - rendelkezésiikre nem 4ll6 helyneves mozgéposta
bélyegzéket potoltdk. Mi lehet ez az ok? Ha olvasgatjuk a PRT régi
koteteit, gyakran lathatjuk, hogy azok a franya bélyegzék milyen
sokszor elvesztek - és sokkal ritkibban - de el6 is keriiltek! A vasiti
mozgépostakat a Magyar Kiralyi Posta a Magyar Kirdlyi Allamvas-
utak (MAV) vonataiban miikédtette, aki a vonatok menetrendjét
elég siirtin valtoztatta (hogy mast ne mondjunk, van téli-, és van
nyéri menetrend és van iinnepi, és van még sok indok). Egy ilyen

21 dbra: A 200 szémi, Mdramarossziget-Debrecen ,T” (térti)
mozgéposta bélyegzés levelezblapon

kozlekedd altiszti mozgoposta szamara késziilt, a bemutatott bélyeg-
zés ennek a jératnak ,T” (térti) vagyis Maramarossziget-Debrecen
bélyegzése.

Akkor miért soroland6 a Kérpataljai mozgéposta bélyegzések ko-
262 Mert amikor a PRT 223.000/3. szamii rendelettel 1943. oktober
3-t6l atszdmoztdk a mozgopostékat, az addigi, mar 1942. december
5-t61 kozlekedd 307. szimi mozgdposta 1j szdma 200. lett és ezt
meg0rizte egészen 1944. junius 5-ig. Ekkor 1ép be egy tjabb, fontos
tényez0, ugyanis Maramarossziget vasiiton csak Karpétaljan keresz-
tiil, a 120-as szdmd, Kiralyhdza-Huszt-Aknaszlatina vonalszakaszon
at lehet elérni.

Mennyivel egyszeriibb a masik, 202. szimi mozgéposta bélyegzés
(22. dbra) azonositésa: az 1944. évi 28. PRT mellékleteként megjelent
225.685/1944. szamii rendelet 7. oldalén taldlhat6 a 202. mozgéposta
Debrecen-Ungvar és vissza jarat, mely ezen a vonalon 1944. jinius
5.-t61 kozlekedik. Az altiszti mozgéposta szdméra késziilt, ,A” ellen-
6rz6 betiis bélyegzés datuma ,,T 44. V.I. 23 (az utolsé szdimjegy csak
ers nagyitasban azonosithat6) - ennek a jiratnak ,T” (térti) vagyis
Ungvér-Debrecen bélyegzése. Megkonnyiti a dolgot, hogy a borité-
kon gépiréssal ott a felad6: ,,Dr. Nagy Kélozi Baldzs téb.lelk.-152.
koérhézvonat Fényeslitke”. Az Ungvirrdl 15 éra 10 perckor indulé
mozgbposta-jératnak a trianoni hatérallomas, Zahony uténi negye-
dik megalléja Fényeslitke - ahol a tabori lelkész tr bedobta levelét a
mozg6posta-kocsi oldaldn 1év6 levélfelvevd nyildsba, majd azt a
mozgoposta altisztje ellatta a 202. szimti mozgdposta bélyegzésével.

Filep Ldszlo

22. dbra: A 202. szdmui, Ungvdr-Debrecen ,T” (térti) mozgdposta
bélyegzés levélen

From the “Bélyegyvilag”, March 2016, page 16.

Translation:

Even the collectors who do not know the world of macrophilia (collecting canceller im-
prints) are aware that in the VISSZATERT period the Hungarian Royal Post Organization
used many different provisional marks.
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In the parts IX to XI we have mentioned the stamps of the Travelling Post Offices used in
the Carpatho-Ukraine [we shall find these articles and have them translated, too - the Editor].
The Hungarian Royal Post has introduced the new numbering of the travelling post offices
synchronously with the railway autumn timetable on October 3, 1943 in its “Rendeletek
Tara a Magyar. Kir Posta Részére” nr. 223.000/3 (usually abbreviated PRT). With this
decree for the low-level Travelling Post Offices they replaced the old type of cancellers
(holding the names of the terminal stations) with new ones holding only a code for the TPO
and a number; this change was later extended to the high-level TPOs. The necessary
number of such marks was only half of the previous number because the travelling
direction was integrated into the date information. For such marks one can determine the
terminal stations not only from details written on the item (the sender, the place of
writing and others) but also from the PRT because it shows this information in the section
“A magyar mozgopostak és jegyzékelémenetek jegyzéke” [catalogue of Hungarian TPOs
and numbered lines]. Such marks are neither mentioned in the book on Carpatho-Ukrainian
postal history by Béla Simady nor in the monograph of Lajos Horvath published in 2015.

The TPO marks without place names, only with TPO code and number, were described by
Akos Kostyan in the first volume of the “Monograph of Hungarian Stamps” under the title
“Mps. Xy. Tipuscoport. 1943 - 1944”; in volume VI they were classified in detail.

These stamps replaced - we do not know why - the mobile stamps with place names. What
could be the reason behind? If we read the earlier pages of the PRT we find out that such
marks were lost quite frequently and in some cases also found again. The TPOs of the
Royal Hungarian Post worked in the trains of the Hungarian Royal Railways (MAV) who
rather often changed the timetables for these trains (there were timetables for the
summer and winter seasons, timetables for holidays and so on). Such timetable change had
an effect on the TPO marks and there were cases where the terminal stations changed,
too. The production of new TPO marks was an expensive and lengthy undertaking - but the
processing of the mail could not wait and had to work also in the meantime. Therefore in
such cases a TPO mark without place hames was used.

The depicted stationery (see picture 21) has “T 44 IV. 11” as its date - we have to consult
decree nr. 242.800/1943 (published as amendment nr. 51 of the PRT for 1943) which was
valid for the period November 1%, 1943, till June 5%, 1944. According to TPO decree nr.
200 this mark was used for the low-level TPO between Debrecen and Maramarossziget, the
“T” means it was used for the return direction.

But why can one assign this mark to the postmarks of the Carpatho-Ukraine? The same TPO
had nr. 307 since December 5", 1942, and was assigned now the nr. 200 (until June 5%,
1944). From this day on the terminal station Maramarossziget was reachable by train only
through the Carpatho-Ukraine region with railway line nr. 120 (Kiralyhaza - Huszt - Akna-
szlatina).

It is much easier to identify the TPO mark nr. 202 on the depicted letter (see picture 22):
It can be found on page 7 of decree 225.685/1944 (which was an amendment to PRT nr. 28
of 1944). The TPO nr. 202 on June 5™, 1944, was used on the line Debrecen - Ungvar and
back. The shown letter carries the date “T 44. VI. 23” so was cancelled on the “return”
trip Ungvar - Debrecen. The part “A 202 A” means that it was a low-level TPO (A for
altiszt, i. e. conductor). We additionally have the sender “Dr. Nagy Kalozi Balazs tab. lelk.
152. Korhazvonat Fényeslitke”. The train taking off from Ungvar at 15:10 hours had
Fényeslitke as fourth stop after the Trianon border at Zahony where the “tab. lelk.” (i. e.
army chaplain) posted his letter and the post office worker of the TPO cancelled the same
letter with the mark TPO nr. 202.

To be continued
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Miroslav Bachraty
A Rare Provisional Line Mark: Ungtarnéc

UZHOROD.
Zivnodim.

Picture postcard of Ungvar, no date, as printed matter to Budapest.
Cancelled by “MAGYAR KIR. POSTA | * 281 *” (steel) and “Ungtarnéc”.

SR

ooy

Brody & Gottlieb, UZhorod.

T77F 2

The steel canceller “MKP 281” was used in Ungtarnéc from November 12" to 18", 1938, (so for only
seven days) according to Jan Verleg (Monograph, page 126).
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Helmut Kobelbauer

A Field Post Card of Viktor Indra from WWiI

Postal history has an “objective” side (official documents, postal items and whatever) but
also has a “subjective” side. For me the second side is worth collecting, too, and so | have
a number of postal items from (once) famous collectors of the so-called Carpatho-Ukraine.

Field post card, FPO 86, March 20", 1915, to Vienna.

From the text (in German):
“Mitte Feber bin ich mit meinem Marschbaon von Wagstadt abgegangen u seither an heftigen Kampfen
um wichtige Stellungen in den Karpaten fast fortwahrend beteiligt |[...]"

Field post 86 was assigned to the 45" Landwehr-Infanterie-Truppen-Division which in March
1915 was engaged in the (unsuccessful) second Austro-Hungarian attack over the Carpa-
thians.
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