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About us and the Newsletter 
 
 
The Study Circle is a loose group of persons who are interested in the postal (and general) 
history of the area known as Kárpátalja in Hungarian, as Podkarpatská Rus during the First 
Czechoslovak Republic, which had a short day of independence as Carpatho Ukraine, and 
later was integrated into the Ukrainian SSR in the Soviet Union as the ‘Zakarpatskaja Oblast’. 
Since 1991 it is ЗАКАРПАТТЯ, the westernmost administrative district in the now indepen-
dent Ukraine. 
 
The Newsletter came out of a meeting of a few collectors during the PRAHA 2008, its first 
number appeared in November 2008. In the last years we have always produced at least four 
issues per year but may not be able to keep this high level due to a substantial lack of 
contributions. On the other hand, as we can see from the access counts at the public web 
site, this Newsletter is read by hundreds of people. 
 
This imbalance between supporters and consumers-only has finally brought the editor to the 
decision that he will stop editing this magazine after ten years, i. e., with the issue of 
November 2018. If someone wants to take over, he (or she) is very welcome. 
 
We have been told that Jerry MARKEWICH passed away in fall 2017; also a communication of 
CPSGB has informed us that John POJETA, an early member of our circle, has left this world. 
We send our regards and best wishes to all members of the Study Circle. 
 
Distribution method 
 
All issues of the »Sub-Carpathian Messenger« can be browsed at and downloaded from the 
Internet address 
 

http://www.slideshare.net/subcarpathian 
 
For those who have no Internet access and/or no e-mail, the distribution method is still the 
same: you will receive a colour print-out by air/surface mail as you did in the past. 
 
Everybody can freely access the uploaded numbers of the Newsletter but the notification 
service for new numbers is limited to the actual members of the Study Circle. 
 
Rules and Regulations 
 
All articles in the Newsletter carrying the name of an author are the sole responsibility of 
this author and should not be taken to represent the common opinion of the Study Circle. 
Such articles are, if not marked otherwise, copyrighted by the respective author. Free use 
within the Study Circle is granted. We thank our authors for their much appreciated work 
and contribution. 
 
Participation in the Study Circle is not bound to a formal membership and does not include 
the duty to pay a membership fee. There is a moral obligation to support the Newsletter 
from time to time by sending some article, some interesting piece of information, some 
question, some answer or whatever. 
 
We will “print” everything even only loosely connected with our subject of interest so any 
contribution is certainly welcome. Please send it (as Word 2003, 2007 or 2010 document, 
graphical elements in JPEG, 300 dpi or better) to the editor’s e-mail address (kb@aatc.at). 
His traditional postal address, if you would need it, is: 
 

Helmut Kobelbauer, Untergrossau 81, A-8261 Sinabelkirchen, Austria / Europe 
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Helmut Kobelbauer 
Auction News 
 
The 313th Darabanth auction (January 4th, 2018) as its lot 2626 offered a private letter with 
5kr + 10kr of the 1861, i. e. 3rd, Austrian stamps issue: 
 

 
 
As the quality of the letter was doubtful and the exact date not to be determined and as the 
call was rather high (60.000 HUF), it is not a surprise that this lot was not sold. On the other 
hand, we have to point out that the combination of 5kr postal stationery cover and 10kr as 
add-on stamp is not often seen from the Kárpátalja. 
 

 
On February 24th, 2018, the well-known auction house of Jiří Majer in Prague again offered 
the Carpatho-Ukraine exhibit-collection of Walter Rauch (see SCM #044, page 5, and then 
SCM #045, pp. 3 - 4), now in basically three lots: 
 

 
 
Lot 1196 was the original exhibit from the period 1692 to 1944, including the ‘Visszatért’ 
Hungarian period 1938-1944, on about 320 exhibition sheets, offered for 695.000 CZK. 
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Lot 1197 was the part of NRZU cards and covers in 1944/1945, 52 exhibition sheets, offered 
for 350.000 CZK. 
 

 
 
And lot 1198 was a collection of NRZU stamps (including overprints of Hungarian stamps), 
offered for 295.000 CZK. 
 
All items were remounted on new sheets and completely new descriptions (in Czech) were 
added for lots 1197 and 1198. All sheets were available also to be visited on Microsoft™ 
OneDrive (with corresponding account, at least) and could also be downloaded (this your 
editor did --- ). 
 
Lot 1199 was of unknown origin and offered a number of inverse overprints on Hungarian 
stamps, also at 295.000 CZK. 
 

 
 

 
 
The results of bidding as published on the auction’s web site http://www.czechstamp.com/ 
did not show much demand or competition: 
 
 Lot 1196 700.000 CZK  i.e. 27.604 EUR 33.937 USD 
 Lot 1197 350.000 CZK  i.e. 13.802 EUR 16.969 USD 
 Lot 1198 295.000 CZK  i.e. 11.633 EUR 14.302 USD 
 Lot 1199 not sold 
 
Commissioner’s fee is 18.15 per cent which needs to be added to the above numbers. 
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Jan Rompes 
Additions to the Information from the ‘Steinbach’ Book 
 
My compliments to the article of our editor (see #044, pages 13 – 17) – it is such information 
that is most valuable for collectors of postal history. 
 
I can only confirm the rarity of mail from Hungary into the Bucovina. It was in 1974 in Cracow 
when I bought the following pre-stamp letter from Lugos to Czernowitz (not even collecting 
such letters at the time …) 
 

 
 
The letter carries a red “V LUGOSCH” and the postal route is given as “per Cibinium | Coro-
nam” (per Hermannstadt and Kronstadt). The letter was written March 9th, 1785, and has 
proven to be the only letter we know from Hungary to the Bucovina from the 18th century. 
In reality the letter was transported along the line Hermannstadt – Bistritz and not via Kron-
stadt. This postal route was opened only in 1785; an original postal map from 1782 doesn’t 
show this route. Thanks to Peter Elbau we can document this unusual route (see next page). 
 
Even from the 19th century we have not more than approximately 20 letters to Galicia and 
four letters from Hungary to the Bucovina, three from Transsylvania and one from Temesvár. 
The overall database holds around 14.000 items so mail from Hungary to these two crown 
lands is extremely rare. And 19 of the 20 letters to Galicia have been transported over the 
Dukla pass and only one from Transsylvania via Czernowitz to Grodek. 
 
Letters from the Kárpátalja to Galicia or to the Bucovina are not existing (or at least not 
documented in the database)! 
 
Now concerning the postal route from Munkács to the north, in direction of Stryj. The book 
about postmarks of Galicia, written by Janusz Adamczyk and Jerzy Bartke, mentions a postal 
route Stryj – Skole – Koziowa – Klimiec – Alsó Vereczke. There is a “Langstempel” (line stamp) 
from Klimiec which is rather rare and then a similar stamp from Koziowa which is known only 
from one piece. 
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Therefore I must say that I consider the probability that we shall find letters from such early 
connections across the Carpathians as extremely low. 
 
But surprises can happen, especially in philately. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Letter from Lemberg, 18 

December 1832, to Debreczin 
per Dukla and Caschau. From 

the Rickl correspondance 
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Modern map of Климець/Klymets’ and surroundings – thanks to GoogleMaps 
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The (excellent) book of Janusz Adamczyk and Jerzy Bartke »Katalog der Stempel Galiziens 
und der österreichischen Post in der Freien Stadt Krakau aus der Vormarkenzeit« (2004) 
allows to show the entry for KLIMIEC: 
 

 
 
And the first Addendum (2006) tells us that a postal route from Stryj to Hungary was opened 
on September 1st, 1838, according to Polish sources: 
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It led through Lubience, Skole, Koziowa, Klimiec and then over the Verecke saddle to Hun-
gary. This Addendum also shows the (rare) postmark of KOZIOWA: 
 

 
 
 
The first station on the Hungarian side of the Carpathians, ALSÓ VERECZKE, was opened in 
1833 and received a postmark in 1839. This roughly corresponds to the information in the 
Adamczyk / Bartke book. We are still looking for letters transported along this (obviously 
rarely used) postal route. There must be some – otherwise the route would not have been 
opened.  
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[The editor: I have found a curious web page that comments the “Felizienthal” research – Felizienthal being a German language 
island in the wider area under question – and also reports on Klimiec.] 
 
http://www.felizienthal-forschung.de/klimiec.html 
© 2011-2015 Siegfried Grüdl 
[Thanks for the effort – we have copied the following German text from the mentioned URL.] 
 
Klimiec 
Klimiec ist ein ruthenisches Dorf am Rande der Karpaten. Vom Beskid-Pass und der ungari-
schen Grenze her kommend, schlängelt sich die Kaiserstraße, der Hauptverkehrsweg nach Lem-
berg, in Serpentinen über die Stryj-Brücke durch den Ort. 
 
Klimiec liegt 35 km südwestlich von Skole und 70 km von der Kreisstadt Stryj. Durch das Dorf 
fließt die Klimczanka, die am Ortsende in den Stryj mündet. 
 
Das Dorf gehörte früher zu den königlichen Gütern in Przemysl und war in Jahre 1768 im Besitz 
der adeligen Anna Kossakowskich Labedzkiej, Starosciny rohatynskiej (Starostin von Roha-
tyn). Später kam es in den Besitz der Familie Zawojskiego und wurde 1789 angegliedert an 
Borynickiego (Boryni-Güter). Bei der Versteigerung 1829 erwarb es die Familie Waclaw 
Hudezt. 
 
Nach der Volkszählung 1880 hatte Klimiec 507 Einwohner, davon 42 auf den Gütern des 
Herrenhofes. 52 Personen waren römisch-katholisch; Deutsche, die zum Pfarramt Felizienthal 
gehörten. 1929 gab es 70 deutsche Einwohner. 
 
Die ukrainischen Dorfbewohner gehörten dem griechisch-katholischen Pfarramt Zupanie an. 
Sie haben eine sehr schöne ukrainische Dorfkirche. 
 

Klimiec soll nach alter Überlieferung früher das 
größte Dorf gewesen sein. Drei Kirchen soll es 
gehabt haben. Viele Bewohner sollen an einer 
bösen Krankheit, wahrscheinlich die Cholera, 
gestorben sein. Nur drei Familien sollen überlebt 
haben: Chromiak, Witiw und Plawianek. 
 
Eine deutsche Kapelle gab es etwa in der Mitte 
des Dorfes, die nach dem Wegzug der Deutschen 
verfiel. An ihrer Stelle errichteten die Ukrainer 
ein eisernes Wegkreuz. 

 
Es gab eine ein-klassige Schule, in der auch die deutschen Kinder nur polnisch und ukrainisch 
unterrichtet wurden. 
 
Die Deutschen waren eine Minderheit in Klimiec. Sie kamen meist aus Karlsdorf, einige auch 
aus Annaberg und Felizienthal, kauften hier Grundstücke und bauten sich ihre Häuser, weil es 
in ihren Heimatorten zu wenig Land gab. 
 
Auch hier wütete die Karpatenschlacht des 1. Weltkrieges. Das Dorf war von österreichischen 
Truppen niedergebrannt und die Bevölkerung nach Österreich evakuiert worden. Nach der 
Rückkehr musste das Dorf ohne fremde Hilfe wieder aufgebaut werden. 
 
  



The Sub-Carpathian Messenger – Number 47 (May 2018) Page 11 

Helmut Kobelbauer 
Another Picture of the Iron Works in Kabola Polyana 
 
Starting with the question of our member Bernd Reichwein in SCM #031 (page 16) and then 
a series of pictures in SCM #032 (pages 4 – 8), we have covered the village Kabola Polyana 
(in Hungarian: Gyertyánliget). 
 
One of the pictures shown was that of the iron works factory. By chance we have found 
another (rather early) picture postcard with the same subject: 
 

 
 

 
 
The picture postcard, published by Wizner and David, carries the CDS of “MARAMAROS-
SZIGETH | G1G” of February 26th, 1903, and was stamped February 28th, 1903, at its arrival 
at “DEBRECZEN | H2H”. 1903 is a rather early date for such picture postcard. 
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Helmut Kobelbauer 
Another Postal Item from Hajasd / Volosianka 
 
Continuing our display of postal stamps from Hajasd/Volosianka (see SCM #036, pages 5 – 7, 
and then SCM #043, pages 15 and 16), we show another stamp: 
 

 
 
This is a field post card from WWI, in Hungarian language, but used as base for a private 
communication from a soldier to Budapest and therefore franked with 5 fillér. Such use of 
the state post was forbidden but can be found occasionally. (It was forbidden because such 
mail would circumvent the mandatory military censorship.) 
 

 
 
As can be seen on the text side, the card was written March 17th, 1915, so during the period 
of bloody fights along the Carpathian crest. 
 
The 5 fillér stamp was cancelled with a “HAJASD” mark with large capital letters. Such type 
of mark is typical for stamps used by the railway administration. 
 
The military cachet on the left-hand side of the card is “K. u. k. Feldbahn Nr. 6” and we also 
have in the sender’s hand-written address a similar “K. u. k. Feldbahn Nr. 5/6”. This could 
mean that during this period of fights there was a “Feldbahn” (provisional military railway) 
in the Ung valley. 
 
As Hajasd was the last railway station of the Ungvár – Uzsok line still in the hands of the 
Austro-Hungarian armed forces and as there was a strong and urgent necessity to bring 
military goods nearer to the fighting lines in the vicinity of the Uszok pass, this is quite 
possible. On the other hand, this is the first such hint that I have detected until now. 
 
Would some of our readers know more about this “Feldbahn Nr. 6” ? 
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Helmut Kobelbauer 
Another Field Post Card from the ‘Kaiserlich Deutsche Südarmee’ 
 
In earlier numbers of the “Sub-Carpathian Messenger” we learned about the ‘Kaiserlich 
Deutsche Südarmee’ [Imperial German South Army] which fought in the Carpathians since 
April 1915. I have found another piece from this interesting period: 
 

 
 

Card from a member of the “Arb[eiter] Abteilung d[es] Landsturmes Nr. 7/14” 
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Helmut Kobelbauer 
Railway Stations – A Few Pictures 
 
The railroad network in the Kárpátalja was basically built between 1870 and 1900 and was 
kept intact until after the Second World War. Nowadays only parts of it are still functional – 
especially the line from Máramarossziget to Kőrösmező has become defunct in the 1990s. 
 
I am showing some pictures of railway stations from this area. Such pictures, if not of the 
“big” stations (like Csap, Ungvár, Munkács), are rather elusive. 
 

 
 

Railway station Batyú in 1903 
 

 
 

Railway station Malomrét / Жорнава with soldiers – probably in the 1940s 
 
The second card is extremely rare and I paid more than 220 Euro for it – beware. 
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Railway station Kőrösmező as damaged during the Great War 
 

 
 

Railway station Kőrösmező 
 
We would be interested, of course, to get a complete list of all such railway stations, the 
branch line(s) they belong to and their date of opening (and closing, where appropriate). 
There is some literature helping in that (possible) endeavour and we also have some maps 
of the railroad network with stations indicated. 
 
On the Internet one can find a few of the railway lines involved. This information is usually 
very detailed and helpful. 
 
But maybe our good friend and contributor Mervyn Benford (or some other member of this 
Study Circle) has already collected such list? We would be happy to share … 
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Railway station in Rahó – Hungarian period 
 

 
 

Railway station Kvasy (in the 1930s) 
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A photography of the tiny station in Rakasz 
 

 
 

Railway station Teresva – in the Czechoslovak period 
 
To my knowledge we have the following railway lines: 
 
 Csap – Ungvár 
 (Kassa – Sobrancz) – Ungvár 
 Ungvár – Uzsok 
 Ungvár – Antalócz (built only in 1916) 
 Csap – Batyú 
 Batyú – Munkács – Verecke 
 Batyú – Beregszász – Teresva 
 Teresva – Kusnice 
 Teresva – (M. Szigeth now in Romania) – Kőrösmező 
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Joseph Rothschild 
East Central Europe between the Two World Wars 
 
The book with this title is volume IX of the “A History of East Central Europe” series and 
was published first in 1974 at the University of Washington Press, Seattle and London. 
 
In the chapter on Czechoslovakia we have found a good description of the background that 
let the so-called Carpatho-Ukraine become a part of the Czecho-Slovak state (op. cit., pp. 
83 and 84): 
 

“The easternmost province of interwar Czechoslovakia, Subcarpathian Ruthenia, or the Carpatho-Ukraine, 
had held no political interest for the Czechs as long as Russia remained in the war and was regarded by 
them as having primary claims of cultural wardship over this retarded but strategically important Slav-inhab-
itated corner of old Hungary. At war’s outbreak Ruthenia was populated by approximately six hundred 
thousand people, of whom two-thirds were miserably poor peasants and mountaineers speaking several 
Ukrainian dialects, with the remaining third divided roughly evenly between Hungarian officials and Jewish 
merchants and innkeepers. For a thousand years it had been an integral part of Hungary, supplying the 
country’s most faithful peasant soldiers and itinerant agricultural laborers and, in turn, being treated by the 
Hungarian gentry as a primeval deer forest. With over half of them illiterate on the eve of the war, the de-
pressed and exploited Ruthenian peasants lacked the resources for effective political action; indeed, the 
real pressure for extricating them from under Hungarian rule came during the war from their numerous 
(about three hundred thousand) brothers in the United States. But the American Ruthenians’ stand against 
their old homeland’s Hungarian past did not by itself answer the question of Ruthenia’s political future. 
 
This answer was eventually supplied in 1918 by a process of elimination: Russia was in the grip of civil war, 
hence the new Ukrainian state’s future appeared dubious; as Ukrainian-speakers, the Ruthenians were 
unwilling to be assigned to Poland or Romania; the American Ruthenians’ preference for a new state 
composed of the Bukovina, eastern Galicia and Ruthenia was discouraged by President Wilson. At this 
point, late in October, 1918, their leader Grigory Žatković met with Masaryk, who was then travelling in the 
United States, and worked out with him an agreement to affiliate Ruthenia with Czechoslovakia, reserving 
for her extensive autonomous rights and institutions. A referendum among American Ruthenian parishes, 
culminating in a congress at Scranton on November 19, then approved this option, and on May 8, 1919, it 
was endorsed by the Central National Council back home in Užhorod (Ungvár). In Ruthenia the sentiment 
for continued association with Hungary, which earlier had more adherents at home than in America and 
which the first postwar Hungarian government had sought to encourage with a law of December 25, 1918, 
promising the Ruthenians autonomy, had meanwhile withered, partly under the impact of Belá Kun’s 
Hungarian Communist regime. The Great Powers were also suitably impressed by this logic of events and 
duly assigned Ruthenia to Czechoslovakia, specifying that the province be granted autonomy (September 
10, 1919). Žatković himself came from America to be its first governor but resigned on March 16, 1921, and 
returned home a few weeks later, embittered at finding his supposed autonomous authority to be a dead 
letter and at learning that his province’s western boundary was so drawn as to leave almost one-fifth of 
Czechoslovakia’s Ruthenians outside it, in Slovak administrative districts. 
 
Though the chance to attach Ruthenia to their state was for the Czechs a windfall from the unforeseen fact 
that the war destroyed both the Habsburg and the Tsarist empires, the Prague authorities quickly came to 
appreciate Ruthenia’s strategic significance for interwar Czechoslovakia as a land bridge to her Little 
Entente ally Romania and as a potential political magnet for the Ukrainians in rival Poland. (The fact that 
Ruthenia is the only Ukrainian-speaking area south of the Carpathian Mountains is, of course, also of great 
strategic interest [military and political] to Moscow and probably accounts for Stalin’s decision to take it from 
his Czechoslovak ally in 1944.)” 

 
It should be added that Užhorod in May 1919 was, of course, under Czech military admini-
stration and other Ruthenian groups had held similar Councils before. The autonomy granted 
to the Podkarpatská Rus by the Czech constitution was only realized in late 1938, too late 
for many. The fatal fate of the Jews has been mentioned on the pages of this magazine. 
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Helmut Kobelbauer 
A Registered Letter from Užhorod to Bosnia in Late 1919 
 
 
From the collection of my late friend Hans-Dieter Hanus I want to show the following regist-
ered letter: 
 

 
 

Registered letter, Užhorod 1, December 11th, 1919, to Banja Luka 
 

 
 
We know that Ungvár was conquered by Czechoslovak troops already by mid of January 1919. 
In May 1919 some Romanian forces attacked the weak Hungarian troops in the Kárpátalja 
and within two weeks had taken the whole east and south, meeting with the Czech forces in 
Csap (Čop). 
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The receiver of the above letter was Arnold Krebs, at that time a well-known stamps’ 
collector in Bosnia. The letter is franked with Czecho-Slovak stamps of 25h (domestic letter) 
and 75h (for registration). The Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes was still treated the 
same as it had been during the Habsburg Monarchy (“Inlandstarif”). 
 
The discolouring of the 75h stamp is probably a long-term effect of natural light because 
part of the stamp was covered and the other part was exposed. The stamp is not cancelled 
but this certainly was an oversight. 
 
The Czecho-Slovak postal administration had replaced the Hungarian stamps and registration 
labels by their own but were still using the Hungarian cancelling devices. Therefore the 25h 
stamp is struck by an “UNGVÁR | C 1 C” CDS still with the Hungarian crown. 
 
During this period the Czecho-Slovak administration checked at least most of the letters 
going abroad – we see the blue “Censurováno” mark and the hand-written mark of the censor 
himself. We do not know from what location this censoring mark originates. (It may even be 
from Užhorod itself.) 
 
On the reverse of the letter we find the arrival stamp “xxx | BANJALUKA | b” of December 
21st, 1919. This CDS had been adapted by removing the German “K. u. k. MILITÄRPOST” from 
the upper half. 
 
In Hungary this was the ‘Interregnum’ period between the time of the Hungarian Soviet 
Republic and the later Horthy regime. Therefore it is possible that the routing of this letter 
went through Hungarian territory. An alternate route would have taken the letter to the 
West, via Kassa (Kaschua, Košice) and Poszony (Pressburg, Bratislava) to Austria and then 
southwards. 
 
 

 
 
 
Although Austria and Hungary had (since 1867 at least) two different and independent postal 
administrations and, of course, also two different and independent currencies, they had a 
common “National Bank” for financial co-ordination between the respective countries. We 
show the representative building of this Austro-Hungarian Bank in Munkács (Mukačevo). 
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Helmut Kobelbauer 
Further Pictures from the ‘State’s Wine Cellar’ in Berehovo 
 
The previous summer residence of the Schönborn family became the State’s Wine Cellar 
after the Great War, and we have already brought some pictures of this still existing building. 
We can now add two further ones: 
 

 
 

Picture postcard from the early 1930s 
 

 
 

This picture postcard is from November 1938. 
The text “Statní Vinné Sklepy” is perfectly visible 

 
The smaller Ukrainian and Hungarian texts underneath just mean the same. These pictures 
are proof that during the Czechoslovak period the vine production was still very active. 
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Ludvik Z. Svoboda 
Postal Map of the Podkarpatská Rus (1929) 
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Reprinted from “The Czechoslovak Specialist”, vol. 80 – Winter 2018, pp. 20 – 21, with many 
thanks. Originally published in “Filatelie” 12/2016. 
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Helmut Kobelbauer 
And Finally some Pictures from Beregszász 
 
 
 

 
 

The “Royal Hungarian State’s Wine Yard” 
 

 
 

The “Royal Hungarian Post Office” 
 
Berehove / Берегове is still the centre of the Hungarian-speaking minority in today’s Carpa-
thian district in the now independent Ukraine. 


